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English Karate Federation National’s

Over the weekend of 24th & 25th April 2010, the Eng-
lish Karate Federation held their National
Championship’s at the Ponds Forge in Sheffield. The
two day competition followed the usual format of Kata
and younger competitor's Kumite on the Saturday,
with the remainder of the Kumite divisions being con-
tested on the Sunday. Wado UK had representation
from five of it's member clubs, with a wide range of
ages.
Although on this occasion Wado UK were to be disappoint-
ed with the overall medal tally, the weekend was not to be
without it’s success stories. The first of these would be for
Thomas Balaam-Reed of the Chikara Dojo, (Pictured Left).
Thomas was in the boy’s 10-11 yrs age group Kumite cate-
gory and after a tough and very busy division he would
bring home the first of two bronze medals for the group.
The second and final medal was also to be bronze. This
would be won by the senior men’s team of Barry Meanwell,
Chris Fenton, Jamie Fenton and Andy Barratt, all of the
Woodford Dojo and Paul Braid of the ShinKen Dojo.
Having been knocked out of the preliminary rounds by the
team from Shindo-Kai, our team were to face Davin Pack’s
Toyakwai team in the repechage rounds. This match would
provide more fruitful as Barry lead the way to a win which

left the team with the bronze medal.
Barry would also have the scalp of former world champion Colin Heath by the time he finished his weekend. They
met in their individual event earlier in the day, in what was a thrilling match. Honours even after the first three min-
utes, the match went into a one minute Sai Shiai situation. Barry kept his cool and by the end of the bout had man-
aged to dispatch Colin from the competition. Unfortunately Barry was to trip up in the later rounds meaning no
individual medal for him, but never the less a fantastic performance against Colin Heath. For a full report on the
the weekends events, visit the competitions page of our website, or (click here) while connected to the internet.
Don’t forget the heading to this page is also a link to the Wado UK website.
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Welcome
We would like to welcome all our new readers this month! Over the
last few weeks we have had several new requests to be added to the
mailing list and this is really good news. The more people we can
reach out to the better, as we can include more people in our activities.

I hope you all find the monthly news helpful and enjoy reading its con-
tent. As always if you think of anything which may be helpful by its
inclusion, just let us know.
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http://www.wado-uk.com
http://www.wado-uk.com/wado-uk-competition-results.php
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Seventy four Wado UK young-
sters took part in their Junior
Championships on May 15th and
the day was a great success. The
competition was held at the ShinK-
en Dojo of Paul and Shirley Braid
and was refereed by many of the
senior grades from within the
group. The number of entries was
higher than anticipated, which
meant that the expected 4 pm fin-
ish time would be un-realistic, but
parents were very patient and we
appreciate their support in this
matter. At future events with the
experience gained from this year,
we should have a better idea of
time scales.
The Kata divisions got off to a
start around 10.30 and after a
shaky start in the very first match,
everything fell into place and pro-
gressed really well. It was decided
that each section would have its
own medal presentations, so fol-
lowing the final Kata category, all
the medallists were assembled,
presented and photographed.
This was followed by a brief halt
in proceedings for lunch before

the Kick-Master competition.
This next event proved very popu-
lar with both the youngsters tak-
ing part and the spectating parents
and older competitors. The
screams of support for club-mates
was at times deafening, but it cer-
tainly brought out the best in the
youngsters. All of the competitors
had someone shouting for them
and this made for a thrilling if not
noisy event for the day. This cate-
gory will be included in our Open
Competition later in the year and
I am sure it will prove just as
popular with the youngsters from
other clubs too. The medal presen-
tation followed and then all the
youngsters prepared their kit for
the final events of the day, the
Kumite.
Slightly later than anticipated
these Kumite divisions got under
way. All of the girls categories
were to be contested first, fol-
lowed by those of the boys. Over-
all the level of sportsmanship was
high, there were high spirits at
times, with a couple of displays of
disgruntled faces, but this is to be
expected when the youngsters are
in competition with one another. It
is important however that we al-
ways show respect, we are in the

spotlight especially when we trav-
el to competitions run by other
groups.
There were no serious injuries dur-
ing the day, although we had one
heavy nose injury and one to the
mouth. These injuries will heal
OK, but we don’t want to be giv-
ing penalties away when we travel
many miles to some of these com-
petitions. It makes the trip home
much longer and less enjoyable.
That said the youngsters all
seemed to enjoy the experience of
the day and if that was shared by
the parents and other spectators
the event was worthwhile.
Finally then we would like to
thank everyone for their help in
the days events. There are far too
many to mention by name, but it
should be noted that everyone
who did help were volunteers, all
of which were instrumental in
making the day a complete suc-
cess.

Thank you all!
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· 30th May CEWKA Kata Champ's-             Wolverhampton
· 6th June Northern Open Classic-                 Warrington
· 6th June BWKU Junior Champ's-                Goole
· 13th June Chojinkai Champ’s-                     Penrith
· 27th June CEWKA Open Champ's-             Walsall
· 10/11th July British International Open-      Glasgow
· 1st August 3rd South Yorkshire Open-        Sheffield

All the relevant details for the above events can be found on the
dates page of our website!


